California Fire Chiefs Association 


808 R Street, Suite 209 n Sacramento, CA 95811 
Off: 916-923-9455 www.CalChiefs.org 


September 13, 2024 


Re: Comment on NextNav Petition for Rulemaking; WTDocketNo.24- 
420; RM-11989 


Dear Ms. Dortch: 


First responders depend on accurate information to deliver prompt 
assistance to building occupants and maintain situational awareness in the process. 
Firefighters, for example, can face zero-visibility conditions in structure fires from 
smoke and blackout conditions from electrical outages. Having the support of a 
terrestrial geolocation system that can accurately identify the location of people inside 
a building could avoid dangerous and time-consuming searches in the wrong areas 
and accelerate the delivery of life saving assistance to people who need it. 


We have firsthand experience with degradation of GPS due to the "urban canyons" 
and dense environment we cover, a problem that is ideally resolved by a terrestrial 
PNT service of this type proposed. Having the z-axis requirement as the Commission 
does is highly important to our operations, and while the 3-meter requirement is a 
great step forward, the x/y location from GPS is not sufficient for our operations and is 
sporadic and inconsistent in our region on a daily basis. The ability to havea 
consistent x/y signal that most importantly penetrates buildings, which these 
frequencies will accomplish, is truly a gamechanger for the fire service and one which 
will save lives, reduce time to victim and gain critical situational awareness of where 
our fire fighters are during an emergency. 


NextNav's approach could improve the availability and accuracy of indoor geolocation. 
Iwould like to encourage the Commission to proceed forward on this matter as the 
potential benefits to Public Safety are important to our agency and stakeholders. 


Respectfuly 


Mark Heine, President 
California Fire Chiefs Association 


“To strengthen and advocate for the California Fire Service through leadership, unity 
and collaboration.” 
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